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particular about you, so that it is a captive of your
own spear. I offered to give him an introduction,
telling him you had returned, at which he jumped,
saying he would go anywhere to see you before he
started, which will be next Friday. He proposes to run
down and see you next Tuesday, so be ready for him;
he is a fine fellow going on a noble path.

Yours ever affectly, THOS. HUGHES.

The American here referred to was Stephen Hurlbut,
afterwards a distinguished General under Sherman in the
Civil War. He duly made his pilgrimage to Tunbridge
Wells, where Goderich was then staying, and the two men
seem to have been very well satisfied with each other.

This growing reputation of Goderich was not due to
any sensational parliamentary or other public successes.
It was the fruit of his unostentatious industry and
thoroughness over a wide field of work, of his high
ideals and transparent honesty of purpose. It was all
the more remarkable because he disliked with ever-
growing intensity the histrionics of parliamentary
debate, and his tastes were becoming more and more
administrative. Even on the great questions in which
he played a part, such as the Army and India, his
main activity was behind the scenes and, as we have
seen, is represented more by his letters than his
speeches. But his best work was done in connexion
with less showy measures, the Cinderellas of legislation,
which made little noise in the newspapers, but were
none the less essential to social progress. Thus, in
1857-8 we find him chiefly prominent in the debates
relating to Savings Banks, Industrial Schools, Probates
and Letters of Administration, Divorce and Matrimonial
Causes, Civil Service Reform, the Marriage Law Amend-
ment Bill, the Registration of Partnerships Bill, of which
he was the author, the Administration of Justice, Beer
Houses, and similar questions. To all of them he brought